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The Tryal, Condemnation, Confeſſion | 
and Execution of Thomas Lutherland, 


who barbarouſly Murthered the Body 
of Fohn Clark of Philadelphia. 


7 Ince there can be nothing more ſeaſonable than & 
& right Information and underſtanding of Publick As, 
and leſt this ſo publick Tryal ſhould be miſrepro- 
ſented, it was thought neceflary, for the ſatisfation of Ra- 
tional men, to make it more publick. 


At Siem Town, in the County of Selew, aud Province 
of Weſft-Jarſcy, the 16 and 17 dayes of Febrnary, 169: 
before - 

John Worliadge, OY 
uſtices. 


George Deacon, 


Rover Carrary, 
The Perſons that were ſummonſed for Jarors, appear- 
0g, were impannelled. "Wb 


Clark, Call over the Jury. Which was done, and. 
Silence commanded. The Jury took their Averment. | 
: | The Indiflmeyt Read, i 

| own Lntherland, Thou Rtaudelt here Indifted by the 
"4 1 Name Of Thema Lutherlazd,. late of Pennfuluania, 
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* and now of the Town Ke County of Szſew, in the | 
* Province of Wef#-Jarſey, Carpenter, for that thou didft 
«*9n or about the 12th day of November laſt paſt, in the 
*« Night time, contrary to the Peace, Crown and Dignity 
© of our Soveraign Lord and Lady, William. and Mary, 
« King and Queen of Exgland, &:. Not having the Fear of 
« (30d before thine Eyes, Wickedly, Maliciouſly and Fello« 
*: nioufly enter the Boat of John Clark, late of Philadelphia, 
*.in the Province of Peryfilyanis, Merchant, thea Riding 
* near Sa/em Landing, and didft rhen and there break open, 
*« and Fellonioully take and carry away the Goods of the 
« faid Fohs Clark, to the full Value of Fifteen Pounq Eight 
«« Shillings and Eleaven Pence: And turther, thou did{t 
« then and there, with Force and Arms, VVillfully, Ma- 
© liciouſly and Barbarouſly , for iucre of the ſaid Goods, 
*(nhumanely Murder and Deſtroy the {aid Fohx Clark ; 
«« for both which ſaid Pafts thou art required to plead, 
* Guilty, or Not Guilty. 

Clark, What yet thou, Thewas Lutherland, art thow 
Guilty, as thou ſtandeſt Indicted, in manner & term aforee 
ſaid, or not Guilty ? 

Lutherlad, Net guilty of rhe Murther , but 
Fellony. 

Cl. By whom wilt thou hv tryed ? 

Lutherland, By God «nd the Country. 

The Priſoner was asked, If he would make any Excep- 
tions againſt any of the Jury * He excepted againſt four, 
who were ſet by, and fourothers ſet in their places. { Nore, 
The Jury at this time had not taken their Averment.} * 

Prejident, Read the Infermation you have taken. 
Cl. Rrats, In the beginning of November laſt, John Clark 
fate of the City of Philad:/pbir, was Trading at Selew with 


g*iliy of the 


fever 
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as MR: 6 es 
Teral forts of Goods, according to his ufual manner ; and 


upori the 12 day of the ſaid Month, his Beat was found on 
Shofe at Sway Point, near the Mouth of Salem Creck; Fob 
Clark was not in the Boat; the Boar, an 1 Goeds thet were 
in her, were ſecured, and [nformation given-to the Juſtices 
and Sheriff concerning them, who went where the Boat 
then lay, and viewing the Goods, there were ſerveral Pzr- 
fons prelent, that were with Toh» Clark the day before in his 


Boat, and they affirmed, That they did ſee ſeveral Parcel: of 
OBods thin in the Boat, which Goods were conſiderable, ard were 
wow ming : Whereupen the Juftiecs ſuppoſed rhat the Boat 
was Robbed and John Clark Murthercd tor tnc love of his 
Coods:; And having juſt cauſe to ſuſpeQt the Pt ifoner 2t 
the Bar, he being a Perſca conviſted in E:gizza, at Sea, 
and at Ph:/«de{phra, and being of evil Name and Fame in 
Sa/ers, there was a Warrant ilfued forth for the ſearching 
all {uipictous places ; by virtue whereof, the Conftable, 
with his Aſſiſtance, went to the Houſe of the Priſoner, 
where they tound of the {aid Joh Clark's Goods to the value 
ef 15.185. 11 &, the Priſoner not being then in the houſe, 
but within a ſhort time was taken coming home, and then 
was brought with the ſaid Goods before two Juftices of the 
Peace, who examined -him, How ke eaime tothoſe Good s ? 
He anſwered, 
Priſoner, T1 bhought the Goods of John Clark the frmme Niele 
he went away from Salem Laxding, ond they cot me $1. 68, I 
paid him all but 35 5. that 1 ews vim ſtill, and he gave me Credit 
for {o much in his Book. © 

_ Taftice. We have examined. his Book, and do not find 
you have Credit there. 
 Prif. I ans ſure he entered it in bis Book. 


J»f. What Specis did you pay John Clark with ? 


Pri. 


- 
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P:if., I paid him 363. in Wampum, oye piece of "Y Ol 


two half Pieces, nine ſingle and two dovble Bits, and two or three. 
old Casks. 


Tuft.. All this that you ſay, you have paid, amounts, 


not to 5 /. ſurely you are miſtaken in your account.. 
Priſ 1 am ſureit i as I ſay, that I bought the Gods of 
John Clark, or [wiſh the Earth may open and ſwallow mealive 


The Evening of the ſame Day the Priſoner was examin'd 


by the Juſtices the ſecond time, and whoanſwered, wv7s. 

P if. In the Morning before day I was at Salem Landing tg 
buy ſome Tape, when I came there Clarks Boat was gone, then [ 
w-77 np the Bank to Windham, thinking to overtake the Boat 
there, 4nd did ſee the Boat at Sandy-point, then I took x ('anow 
from.Windham Landing, and went ro the Boas, where I fouud 
2 Body, then I went into the Boat, took the Goods, and brought 


thim on Shore, and came te my own Houſe; By that time the 


$12.4 half an hour high in the Morning. | 

Tut. Call Mary Lutherland. ——vShe appeared. 

Taft. Where was your Husband that Night, and at 
what time went he from home ? | | 

Mz: L. My Husband went from home in the Evening, 


and came not home until almoſt Morning ; then he came 
19: Bed, and lay untiF the uſual time that he uſed to go te - 


Work. 
Taft.” Thomas Lutherlind; where were. you from the 


aCCTOUNnr,. . 

Whereupon he was committed to Priſon, from -whence 
PEonce made his eſcape, but.by the diligence of the Sheri 
was ſoon taken. | —_— 

Clark read;s; Upon the 11 day of Tanuar y, 10 Ol, 2x the 
Bvdy ot: Fob n Clark was found i figar Wizdham:. Lawn g.: 
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Evening till near Morning ? To which he could give no 
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The Coroner Imponnilipda Inqueſt, who upon viewing 
the Corps, and omg corv+d ſearching the ſame, they found 
his Neck was very imber, & much ſhrivelled upon the skin, 
and ſecrned more blew than other parts of his bedy. They 
ſent ior the Priſoner; -when he was brought, he was bid 
to touch the- Corps, the which he did do, and wiſhed moſt 
oxeccable Wiſhes, That God world ſend ſome .ſuddain Tudg- 
ment upon him, if ever he murthered John Clark ; ſaying, 
if he had murthered him, he would bleed afrifb ; laying, Pooy 
znnocent. man ! why ſhould I deſtroy hims ? 
The Corroners Inqueſt, {eventeen 1n Number, with- 
drew to Ecn:ider of their Vecdift. 
They lent for the Priſoner, asked him to tell them, how 
he came to the fere-mentioned Goods ? He ſaid, he had 
been with John Clark Jin .the Evening, .and bought ſome 
'Fhreed Buttons of him for fome old -Cask, and when he 
game come, his Wife told him, ſhe wanted ſome blew 
Tape, and ſome Mettle Buttons for the Children ; where- 
upon he went to the Town Landing, and finding the Boat 
gone, he went to Vindhame, and from thence he ſaw th 
Boat near near Sem Creeks Mouth, then there was this 
Canows at Winahim Landing, and-he took one of theimy. 
whiek was a knotty Canow, and went to the Boat, finding 
RO bedy 1n it, he took the Goods, and put them into rY 
Canow, brought them tro W:indbam Landing about half a 
hour before Sun riſing ; he hid the Engliſh Goods in Wind. 
hem Marih, and carried a parcel of Cheeſe home that 
Morning, and fetcht the other Goods home about two or 
three dayes after. AL ITASs 
; . SeveralPerſons that were of the ſaid Inqueſt, were at 
Windham the ſame Morning (about Sun rifing,) that the 
Briſonce ſaid he landed the Goods there, and they do affirm, 


Thaf 


\ 
That there were ffiree Canows there, but no ſiich Canow {| 
as: the Priſoner deſcribed, neither could any of thoſe 
Canows that lay there be brought ſo near the Landing, as 
they lay, at the time the Priſoner menctioned;: for about 
Sun riting, the Water was fallen ſeveral Yards from them. 

_ Al: which Self-ContradiQions in his ſeveral Examina+ |} 
tions, and divers Circumſtances being ducly conſidered, the: 
1:queſt broughr 1m their Verdict, V'Z. | 

T {xt John Clark came to hu Death by Vielewce of Strange 
bs», and that Thomas Eutherland 7s gurltry of the Marther, 

” King's Attorney. 

,, May it pleaſe the: Court, The Priſoner at the Bar 2s 
,,now to be tryed, and that by the good old Laws of 
\, Englezd, the beginning of which Tryal 15 his Preſeatment, 
9 WINCH 1$ alrcacy found by thegrand J nqueſt, He is now 
49 core to his Tryal by Twelve men of his Peers, and 
Of the Neighbourhood legaliy conſtituted, who, I.truft, 
, Wilt do Juitice indifferently ; ana. Mrgzs Charte, The 

we Petition of Right, and many Statutes do confirm this way 

a. of Tryal; and 1 hope the Court, and all twat hcar.and 

2 uM... their Preccedings, will receive fall latisfaction inthe 

; Legalicy and Fairneſs of their Proceedings againſt him, 

— aud himie\f the benefit of Juſtice and Lew, | 

F _ Lct none fay, The Prifoner ts.not- tryed 'and judged 

F carding, to the. Fundamental Laws of England: The 

\. Tydpmeot is given in by twelve men of-zhe Neighbour= 

.,haod (vid, Cooks. com, nfor Lintteton) ,,the Juſtices are 

© ut ro.inform the Fary in matters of Law, and to pro- 

_, AD4aCe. the Sentence and Judgment written againſt the 

Wy IRY: and 0.der” ths fame Judgment rB be put in. 

SN ECON. F RNs" "INE hh; 

FT + Where. there is a, Supertour: POwen,; znfepiour Magt- 

| »» Ar akes- j 
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zz rates have their Power limitted ; but- among Equals 

Qin Authority {as it-is in this Province of Weſ#-Farſey) 
| there is no Superiority, therefore thoſe Magiſtrates tjzat 
|. are in Pawer here, ought to defend the Weals, puniln the 
| 9» Wicked, and be jult to all,” acting as there is need, ana as 
4 the Times, Perſons and Accidents do require, and accor- 
| ,,ding to the Exigency, Diſtreſs and Neceſſity of the caſe. 
,, In vain are good Laws made, it there be none to put them 
4 10 Execution. 

., May it picaſe this Court, and you Gentlemen of the 
»» Jary, You are here forthe Tryingand Judging of Thomas 
' v, Lutherland, Friloner at the Bar, ior his notorious Mure< 
,, thering of John Clark, late one of the King and Queen 
;, of Exzland's SubjeRs, and for the Fellonious taking and 
9 Carrying away his Goods: He kath been 2 notorious 
,, iellon in Erglays, at Sea, in P»:ladelph;e, and in this 
,» County of Salem, ffands now before you to receiye the 
» £00d of Juſtice. 

» The Kingand Queen of Zxzland have lct a Subjeft, why 
| » Was in Health at the common Landing >lace in Satem 
| ,, Lown atter Sun ſet the 11th day of November, 1691. 
/ 2nd on the next Morning the ſaid John Clark was not r0 
| | »»be found, but his Boat robbed, and divers parcels of 
» | 5» goods feiloniouſly taken & carried away by the Priſoner, 
; as himſelf has confeſſed. That Jonmn Clark was murthered 
by the Priſoner at the Bar, ſeventeen Reputable Perſons, 
z» 01 the Coroners Inqueft, has given it in their Yerdict ; 
» and this Fellony has retation to the Murther, for the 
»» Murther was committed for love to the Goods. If it be 
» found that 4. B. was murthzred in the Night, and the 
. I» Goods that ke had with him at the time of his Death, ſhall 
5. wo ds found in the poſſeſſion of ©. D. the next Morning, be- 


< 
; _ B ; z310rE 


p = - | 
:, foke Sun rifing, it does naturally and neceſſarily imply, 
», That C: D. murthered 4. B. for the love of his Goods : 
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2», Lite, the man would have diſeovered him, for he knew 
* », him; therefore, becauſe otherwiſe, take the Goods with- 
2) Out being. diſcovered, he took away the mans Life a)ſo. 
,, The Priſoner himſelf has diſproved himſelf in his 
,, {ſeveral Examinations : All Circumſtances concurs with 
» the Grand Inqueſts Judgment, That the Priſoner at the 
»» Bar ts guilty both of the Murther and Fellony charged apors 
> Him. Firit, he ſaid, he brought the Cheeſe home inthe 
») Evening, and left the Engliſn Goods 1n George Haz lvogds 
>) Shallop till the next Morning, Another time he ayes, 
» ze broughs the Cheeſe home from Windbam Landing, 
-, and hid the Exg/þ Goods there in the Marſh for two or 
,, three dayes. 


,, Contradictions are but like 1riſh © uag-Mires that have ne 
,. {ollid Ground; or Reaſon: He 1s incorporated into Evil 


» {elf approveths it, and confenteth thereunto ; His heart 
115 ſo hardened, that Vickedneis is therein ronted and 
» framed, and as it were naturalized, end his Soul infected 
and whoily tainted therewith. his Evations whereby 
,, he endeavours to zv id the Paniſh nent, are but the 
» tying. an Artificial Knot ia the Hater, whereby t6 
- ſtrangle his Conſcience. 

\» The Truth or PaiſeneS, reſpeRively, lies in the ſtrengrh 
or weakneis of 'the Arguments tn2t arc brought 1n de. 
,. fence of them :- There :s {507 auy of r125 P:rtoners Cons 
, ieilions that he hatit macs 21 ſeveral times, but one 3s 


> $PLARANT tO the other 5 all his tudy cannot maze his 
_— VV Orgs- 


,, Had the Priſoner taken the Goods, and ſpared the mang_ 


,, All his Serpentine Turnings,. and Windings, and Self 


» by a long habit, in ſuch fort, that his Underſtanding it 


31 


- "CE WI 
| = words ſpeak Reaſon, but doubtful and ambiguous words, 
, with particular Reſerves, argues a baſe Mind. 
,y It 1s uſual and neceſ[arily lawful to judge of Cauſes by 
9 the Effefts, that naturally and neceflarily low from them : 
 ., The Man is found Murthered, and his Goods ſome 
, ſound in the Priſoners houſe, ſome hid in the Hay, and 
,, {ore hid among Cora out of the Houſe: Evil Ations 
q ny an evil Intent, and both put together declares 
, Guilt. 
,, Concerning my ſelf, I bear no Malice to the mane 
Perſon, than I do to my deareſt Friend; but I hate that 
,, curſed Principle of Cruelty and Fellony, which hath ſo 
,, long harboured in him. 
,, And now, as the Truth is, 1 muſt conclude him guilty 
., of the Marther and Fellony charged upon him ; and that 
,, he who hath made himſelf a Preſident in theſe parts of 
;, the World, 1a committing ſuch Wickecneſs, I humbly 
,, deſire, that this Court, for Juſtice ſake, would make hiny 
,,an Example ior others, for time to come, that men may 
,y hear and fear, and do no more ſo wickedly ; That he, 
1» whe would not be a Pattern to other Trades-men to live 
1, hone I y in this Lite, may be a Preſident of juſtice by his 
, Death. | 
[ », When the Priſoner was firſt apprehended, the Juſtice 
,, commanded the Conſtable to ſearch his Pookets, from 
» Whence the Conſtable took a ſmall parcel. of Papers tyed 
, together, and the Priſoner ſaid, they were his own 
, Papers; but when: they were opened, the firſt Paper 
Viewed, WAS a Bill from John Gilman to pay John Clark 
þ, thirty Shillings ; Then a large Paper was taken” out of 
his Pocket, and he ſaid, That-wes bis D:ed for « Town Lot 
| Þ, ke had dately purciafea ; but being viewed, it appeared-to - 
OY bs. 
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For% WEE, 4 
;, be a Deed for Land that '7hn Clark had purchaſed : : Bee 
;,ing asked, how he got thoſe Writings ? he ſaid, Fe found 
» there wpon-the Way, 1 am fully fatisfied, the. Pritoner 
» delerves todye; Andit isa ſpecial uſe of Juſtice to con« 
,, dernn one that is accuſtomed to Wickedaels, and {uiters 
» Vice to gather ſtrength in him, and he grows obſlinats .. 
410 it, tharc {uch an one. may ſerve for- an Example upto. 
,, others. If this Wickedneſs ſhould eſcape with Impunity, 
» it will be hazardons fer a fingle Perion to travel hy 
,, Land, or by Water, eſpecially in the Night ; which, 
,» for better Security, I hope this Court, which 15a Habita- 
,,£10n of Juſtice, and Principles of Freedom, will do ſpeedy 
,» Juſtice, that this Priſoner, who has been fo often con 
,, Victed as a MalcfaQor, may be removed out of the way, 
,, that the People may enjoy Liberty and Freedom from 
,, {uch an inhumane Deyourer as the Prifoneris: For you 
,» Can NO more convert him, than you can new create him; 
,, but our comfort is, that his Wickedneſs will end with 
,, himſelf, and that we ſhall have cauſe to thank God, that 
, wehave Magiſtrates in Authority, that are not afraid te 
,» do Juſtice. x 
. Clark. Thomas Lutherland, You have heard the Evidencs 
Aeainſt you, what have you further to ſay for your ſelf? 
Lutherland. J aw guilty of the Felony, but wot of the 
AMurther. | 
The Prefdeat having given the Jury their Charge, they 
went forth to conſider their Verdi, and an Officer was 
atteſted to attend them, and to keep them without Meat 
and Drink until they ſhould agree: 
The Court adjourned votil cight of the Clock the new 
Morning. 


Februrrg the 13th. the Court being ſor, the Priſoner wa 
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{ ©: Clark. Are you agreed of you Verdilt. 
wo * oat 
Clark, 'Who ſhall ſpeak for you ? 
Jury. Our Fore-man, 4 | 
Clark. What fay you? | Loqk upon the Prifonec , Fs 
i\Fhomar Lutherland Guilty in wanner and form as he ſtands 
# indicted, or not Guihy ?' - + | "ie 
:  Borg:aman, -Gailrzy, And {6 the Jury Kid all, one by 
eiſtinftly. {es Stent re OY 
| The Attorney General demanded Judgment againſi the 
[ -I—_— En. | 
A _Caſe-of this Nature never happening in thus pgrt of 
ge Country before, the Court was very cautious in paſſhng 
3--ntence/ot Death. CASES on Me 


o 


the Jury called over by their Na | 


o {up 
for 


the like, 
whereby 


whereby. gheir Majeft ies lowing ad pearedhle Smhjetfs may-be | 
defiroyed, both in their Lives and Eſtates, .conſtrains.. us to | 
call to you for Fuftice, avd that you paſs ſentence of Deatth on 
the ſaid Lutherland, 4ccora;mg to:Law, 'and' give. order for the 
E xecation thereof. And we whoſe Names are bere-nnder written 
oo joyn and-accord with yau.in the ſame, with untnimoes Con- 
—-- | . ſept. . In Teſtimogy whereof, We have hereunto {et our 
+ Hinds, this 17, Day of February, 1691. - - ,, 

oY This Was SiSo*DE about one hundred Pexſons:of the 


\ comandry in the County of Salers, 


In anſwer to the ſaid Petition, after deliberate Conſider- 
ation, the. Juſtices proceecded.as followeth, viz. 


_ . » Preſizent.. Thom: Lutherland, Thou haſt been Indifted, 


- Arraigned,- and pleaded Nor Guilty of the Murther of 
- John Clark ;_ and for Tryal thereof, haſt LPs thy ſelf upo 
of 


yp 


= thy Country, which Country are theſe-who have fothd 
[ thee, guilty : What canſt thou ſay for thy ſelf why Judg- 


B "ment and Execution of Death- ſhould not paſs againſt 

* thee ! | | 

|  _prifaner, © hep, wetting 4e /o1; 1 4p: awviiytay hel 
Fellony, but not of he, Murther.; Tt think 1 ams hardly dealt 

with; -I never knew that the King's Attorney ſhould plecd 
he EE ne re 

" ey FE Luthuland, Thou art here found 

Vs 


oO 3 CO OR 
| (6. and laſtly, by the Ju of L e agd Death. \ And no 


having nothing to fay, why, Judgment. ſhould -not paſ; 
e the: Tudgment, . which 


oy ; 2. 3» 2 . £1 k _ : « a 

. Now it reſteth to, pronounge | 
A wiſh thou hadft, not been' thiszday: to .have received ;. buf 
WE - ——_ 2 $a, . g% Ly FINN | £ , __ 'S; 
80 © Gee then haſt been found guilty of the Murther (and 


# & 8 ” 
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Fellony mary. on spainft rhee, Thou ſhalt be bad t6 the place 
from whence thou came, From thence to the place f Execution, 
aut there thou (halt be Hanged by the Neck till thy Body be o. 
Dead, Dead, Dead; ani God heve Mercy upon thy Soul. 
Preſident. What time do you 'defire to' prepare your ; 
&lf for Death? .. | 
Prifoner. $o ſoo as you pleaſe. 


The Court gave him five dayes time, and. Fare order 
for his *Execution the 23d day of the aforeſaid Moneth, 
Febrnary. | 
The Firſt Day of the Week after his Condemnation, the 
Priſoner ſent for ;33he High Sheri, and confeſſed to him, 
That he Murtherf John Clark; and ſaid, he would: make 
,| an open Confeffion at the place of Execution. , © 
f The next Morning the b 


k 


tiſoner ſent \for the. Clark- to 


a| take his Confeſſion in Writing, which is as fo!loweth, 
F «. : 

2 "A of | | | 

ls The Pri ſoner”'s Confe/:on. 


Prifoner. I have been a greit Sinner, and have" wh- 
inued in'my*(ins natit this fortieth: Year,of my Age, "ahd 

Have commited more ſins than'wan' could. almoſt com- 
{| mit, for Dra#tennefS, Whoriafs, Svearing, Tempting Town? 
Women to - Debanchery , and then leave them ; k 9 for 
1 - Theft; and' now for” Murder 1 was convidted of Fellony 


in England; for which'| whs Tranfpotted into Poinfilvan'a. 
1<onſented to'the Rezfing of ſeveral Parcels of Gagds on 
| Ship-board, - which: is the fine ds doing the Fat: In 
Pemfpruente Twas conyitted.of ſeveral Thefts . but couid 
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take no warning by ali this. 


- 
. 
” 


but -- I' pray, roO0d People.take care of your Goods, and 'eave 


ang them not in «Que-honkes: earelWfly,' which are great Temp- 
on | tations 


—_ 


mbeybr gheir. Mejefcr ling and peaedle Suhjets may te 
defiroyed, both in their Lives and .Eftates, conſtrains. us to (| 
call to you for Fuftice, avd that you paſs ſentence of Death 01 
the ſaid Lutherland, «4rcordng to,Law, 'and give. order for the 
E xecation thereof. And we whoſe Names are bere-nnder written 
uo joyn and accord with you. in the [ame, with untnimoes Con- 
ſept. . In_Teſtimagy whereof, We have hereunto {et our 
Hinds, this 17 Day of February, 1691, -  ,,, . 
va £:495 was Signedzby, about oge hundred Pexſons-of. the 
beſt Yeomandry in the County of Slew, 


- 


In anſwer to the faid Petition, after deliberate Conlſider- 
 2tion,, the. Juſtices proceeded.as followeth, vis. | 
_  Preſoaent.. Tho. Lutherland, Thou haſt been Indifted, 
- Arraigned,- and pleaded Nor Guilty of the  Murther of 
- John Clark ; and for Tryal thereof, haſt 


1 3 ul F Lporany ſelf upon 
| thy Country, which Country are thele-who have forth: 


thee. guilty: What canſt thou ſay for thy ſelf why Judg- 


_ "ment and Execution of Death- ſhould not paſs againf 
thee ? | PMN 
:. Priſoner. 1 "ape, nothing, *t ſay; T am. gailty of the 
Fellony, but not of.  Murther.; d think I ans hardly dealt 
with.; -I never knew that the King's Attorney. ſhould plead 
gags inſt 4 Perſon for Fellomy.. - h 


© Preſident. . Thomas Luthaland, Tho art here founc 
__ guilty, 1/. by tha Corraayrs Jo veſt, 24/y, By the Grane 
Fury, and 74, by che Jury ef Li agd Death. \ Andnoy 
having nothing to ſay, v y. Judgmetig. ſhould -not pal 
» Now it refteth to, pronounce the) Fudgment, . which 
wiſh thou hadft, no been' thiszday; to .have reeeived ;. hu 
ſince then haſt been Forrnd guilty of the Murther :an 
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Fellony charged againſt thee Thou fhalt by had t6 the place 
from whence thou came, From thence to the place of Execution, 
ant there thou (halt be Hanged by the Neck till thy Body be 
Dead, Dead, 'Dead ; ani God hive Mercy upon thy Soul. 
Preſident. What time do you Jekre to! prepare your 
&lf for Death? .. 
Prifoner. So ſoo «s you pleaſe. | 
The Court gave him five dayes time, and. Fare order 
_ his Execution the 234 day of the aforeſaid Moneth, 
February.” | 
The Firſt Day of the Week after his: Condemnation, the 
- | Prifoner ſent for #he High Sherif?, and confeſſed to him, 
| That he MurthereF John Clark; and faid, he would: make 
1, | an open Confeffion at the place of Execution. , * * 
f The next Morning the Priſoner ſeat for the, Clark- to 
= his Confeſſion 'in' Writing, which is as fo!toweth, 
I, 


The Priſoner's C onfe//.on. RIS 

Priſoner. T have been a great Sinner, and have" @h- 
hel _ vinued in'my'(ins until this fortieth Year,of, my Age, "ahd 
z/t| have committed more ſins than'wan could almoſt com- 
A mit, for DrawternefS, Whoriafs, Svearing, Tempting Toun? 
Women to- Debanchery , '4nfg{ then kave them ; . then for 
Theft; and/ now for' Murder ©l was convift;d of Fellvoy 
id in'E,giend, for which! was Tranfpotred into Pennfilvas's. 
ow 1<onſented to'the ftezling of ſeveral parcels of Gagds on 
afd Ship-board; * which: is the fame as doing the Fat: Th 
Pemnfiluante Twas convitted.of ſeveral Thefts, . but couid 
{-ralkeno warning baths”, 7 

but. I'pray, good Plople take care of your Goods, and \eave 
an{*them nor in -Our-honkes earelffly,” which art greax Temp- 
a; _ tAatiOo1s 


Inc 
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tazigns' ta fimers, the Nevl rakes ſich, opportunicies ta 
perl wade- tapers to 5.621 and Rob I declare, I never cook 
any, Goods out, ef a Houſe: that was lockt, Good !eopls 
pray rake warning by my Exartiple, | have been a; Cloak | 
if, many,; but contider, T's Bitter goes nor ſo often te 
* Well, Þut comes home broke ar aft. ; 
What I {aid in denying-the Murther of John Clark, T 
find God. hath ſhewed ay Example by me : Think not, that 
Murther will ever be hid, the very Leaves of the Trees 
will diſcover Murther : When I touched the Murthered 
Corps of John Clark, | was atraid the Blood would have 
own in my face: Pray take heed, Young and Old,' this 
hard heart of mine is the greateſt Enemy | have. 1 -for- 
we 8- | | 
, . When I fold John Clark the empty Casks, he ſhewed 
me ſeveral ſorts of Goods for my pay: 1 was to go over 
the River to receive ſome'pay due to: me, and the Devil 
tempted me to take away this mans Goods, intending to 
ſell them there; -but | knew, I could: -got take away the 
Gogds without killing the man :- Thus was three pr four 
dayes betore, he went to 792 Gillnmns; when he was 
gone there, I began to. bleſs rhe-Lord, he had prevented 
the Wickedaeſs in my hear*, thinking he had been gong ; 
bat when | went down to the, Linding, I met him, and 


- 


he brought me my Sack, .and told mz, it I wantedzany 
Goods h2 had, T ſhould freely haye them. I was forry: for 
ſeeing him, for then the Temptation came ſtroag upon 
m:: 1 went dowa with him, and bought ſome Three 
Buttons ;, and as,l went away from the Boat, I told him, 
h- kid 4 cold phace: He anfwered » he had a4. Wwaran Cah- 
bin ; and [ -bid him wrap himſelf warm. As I was-gaing 
home, my heart mil-gave me, and | thought, Why ſbouk 
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 deſtrey tha Ianacent Creatars!* When I came home, there 
ras Nichilas Phillpor to bly foie Toots: &t me, which I 
fold him; {© ke fupped with me, and after Supper asked 
Me to ge to the Ordinary to drink a pot of Beer ; {'went 
with him, and we drank two pots of Beer, and one Gill 
of Rum: After I parted with him; and as 1 weat to go 
home, the Devil's Temptation eame ſo firong, 1 put 
my fobt over the fence, intending to fetch a Bag to put 
the Goods in; but I thought my Wife would betray me, 
fo with- drew my fot, and went down' to the toat 
thiaking I ſhould find ſomething there to put the Goode 
| - mx: When Ieameto the Boat the man was 1a the.Cabbin 

T counterſeited ty Voice, and asked, Whoſe Boat it was ? 

He anſwered, Mize : 1 asked, where he was going? He 
| | faid, Upthe River: | told him, I muſt go to New-Caſtle, 
- he ſaid, He weu'd carry me, if I would pay him : 1 told him), 4 
| | Would pay him nothing, | mult have your Boat; ſs he 
d 
C 


put up his head, I ſuppoſe to cry out - I bid him put 
down his Head; he ſaid, He would be ill; fo I took an 

r | endof a Roap, and put about his Neck; hecryed, Friend 
s | ao not deſtroy me, he that Created me,” Created thee; Remem- 
dl vcr thy Creator and Redvemer, and have Mercy upon m?, 4s 
iP” 9504 expect Mercy from God : $o 1 told him, | would not 
4] deſtroy him ; but he ſaid, 7 think you intend toChoak me. 
y | 1 asked him, if he had got any Money? He faid, he had 
»r4 got ſome Wampum ; ſo he cryed, Spare my Life, and take my 
"nl CGoogs; bur I pulled both ends of the Roap together (he 
el] eryed, Lord have Mercy upon my Sou! ! Lord have Mercy upon 
Mm, 2 Soul?) titlhe was dead; then | took the Keyes our df 
:b-l his Pocket, and unlockt his Cheſts, and put his Goods 
ng intoa Sack; but before I removed them, came Wrikkay 
Penton, and ſome ethers, and, he eryed, Let ws call Foh, 
| Sr ag eee eb Lb — © 
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Clarh. fo I lay down in the Waſte ef the Beat, and 


covered my. felt "with ſome Sacks: When they were gone, 


T removed the. Goffis into George Hizlwood”s Joop, and 
rowed Clarks Boat® 


own to "zdh:m, and hawled him 
over beard, but could not make him fink, which put 
me into great fear ; then I jumpt on {hore vw th the - 
>1:t of the Boar, and left the Boat a d.ift ; {c recurned 
back to the Sloop, and removed the Goods, and hid 
tnemin a Hay-ſtack, and in two or thtee dayes removed 
chem into my own Hay-ſtack, -and afterwards, un- 
Known to my Wife, brought them into my Chamber, 
where they were found; and upon the finding of theſe 
Goods, i was committed... 

1 conſeſs my great. Sin- in, Marrying a Wife in this 
Country, having a Wite and Child at C/zy Cotter Northe 
kumnpronſhire. 1 haye been very dilobedient rt» my Parents, 
a great Breaker of Sabbaths, which was the caule of my 
habit of fin: LI had rather go to- an. Alc-houſe rhan'to 
any Church. Pray Young People take. warning by my 
ſhamctul} end: Keep the Sabbath truly: Go. to any 


Religious Meetings, whether of your 0:vn Perſwafion or 


nor. The Dey} 1s alwayes at hand to tempt Sinners. I. 


Have had great. Opprefiion upon. ny Spirit fince T was in 


this Prifon.; and ! tought I ſhould never Repent or 
Confels, untitalmighty God ſoftnad my hard Heart and 
pave me Grace to Repent. I beg. ail gcod People to 
oyn in Prayers. with me; 1 have great. need. of your 
Prayers, 


Not long-after the Clark had taken his Con fefhon, . 


he was exrryed; in. a Cart,  geardd by the Sheriff and -- 


kis mem. to: ths; place of Execution ; Alt rhe way as ie - 


VIS... 
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bad #:.- 
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io pts 

Was earryed , and at ths +54 of Execution 'N "Y a 
2 Reperition of the aforeſaid Confeſſion, Woe £0d 
| Rehearion to all Peeple, to take 

ample, earneftly deſiring, both Youll oy 4 ap p 
careful in keeping the 'Sabbaths ; anc in Yom pgs 
| to be Dartful to "their Parents. So praying ' about a 
| | quarter of an hour, and deſiring all there preſent to 
| joyn with him ; -and having for "_ the Executioner, 
whe Cart went away, and he dyed. immediately. 
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A True Coppy, By me, 


> 4 a6 


Samuel Hedge. 
, Clark, 
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